Stand
Hymn Great is thy faithfulness
Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father,
There is no shadow of turning with thee;
Thou changest not, thy compassions, they fail not
As thou hast been thou forever wilt be.
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed thy hand hath provided
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
Summer and winter, and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above,
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed thy hand hath provided
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!
Great is thy faithfulness! Great is thy faithfulness!"
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed thy hand hath provided
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!
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Preparation
Bless the Lord, O my soul.
O God, how excellent is your greatness!
You are clothed with majesty and honour, ♦
wrapped in light as in a garment.
The sun knows the time for its setting. ♦
You make darkness that it may be night.
O Lord, how manifold are your works! ♦
In wisdom you have made them all;
the earth is full of your creatures.
When you send forth your spirit, they are created, ♦
and you renew the face of the earth.
May the glory of the Lord endure for ever; ♦
may the Lord rejoice in his works;
I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; ♦
I will make music to my God while I have my being.

Psalm 104.1, 2, 21b ,22a, 26, 32, 33, 35
Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.
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O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.
That this evening may be holy, good and peaceful,
let us pray with one heart and mind.
Silence is kept.
As our evening prayer rises before you, O God,
so may your mercy come down upon us
to cleanse our hearts
and set us free to sing your praise
now and for ever.
Amen.

Words of welcome and introduction

The Word of God
Psalmody

Psalm 127
Refrain: The Lord shall keep watch over your going out
and your coming in.
Unless the Lord builds the house, ♦
those who build it labour in vain.
Unless the Lord keeps the city, ♦
the guard keeps watch in vain.
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It is in vain that you hasten to rise up early
and go so late to rest, eating the bread of toil, ♦
for he gives his beloved sleep.
Children are a heritage from the Lord ♦
and the fruit of the womb is his gift.
Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, ♦
so are the children of one’s youth.
Happy are those who have their quiver full of them: ♦
they shall not be put to shame
when they dispute with their enemies in the gate.
Blessed are all those who fear the Lord, ♦
and walk in his ways.
You shall eat the fruit of the toil of your hands; ♦
it shall go well with you, and happy shall you be.
Your wife within your house
shall be like a fruitful vine; ♦
your children round your table,
like fresh olive branches.
Thus shall the one be blest ♦
who fears the Lord.
The Lord from out of Zion bless you, ♦
that you may see Jerusalem in prosperity
all the days of your life.
May you see your children’s children, ♦
and may there be peace upon Israel.
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The Lord shall keep watch over your going out
and your coming in.
How abundant is your goodness, O Lord.
O Christ, our true vine,
may we your branches
be ever fruitful in your service
and share your love and peace with all your children,
in the power of the Spirit and to the glory of the Father.
Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.

Proverbs 25.1-14
These are other proverbs of Solomon that the officials of King Hezekiah of
Judah copied.

It is the glory of God to conceal things,
but the glory of kings is to search things out.
Like the heavens for height, like the earth for depth,
so the mind of kings is unsearchable.
Take away the dross from the silver,
and the smith has material for a vessel;
take away the wicked from the presence of the king,
and his throne will be established in righteousness.
Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence
or stand in the place of the great;
for it is better to be told, ‘Come up here’,
than to be put lower in the presence of a noble.
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What your eyes have seen
do not hastily bring into court;
for what will you do in the end,
when your neighbour puts you to shame?
Argue your case with your neighbour directly,
and do not disclose another’s secret;
or else someone who hears you will bring shame upon you,
and your ill repute will have no end.

A word fitly spoken
is like apples of gold in a setting of silver.
Like a gold ring or an ornament of gold
is a wise rebuke to a listening ear.
Like the cold of snow in the time of harvest
are faithful messengers to those who send them;
they refresh the spirit of their masters.
Like clouds and wind without rain
is one who boasts of a gift never given.

Canticle
Refrain:
The glorious grace of God
is freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.
Blessed are you,
the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, ♦
for you have blest us in Christ Jesus
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places.
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You chose us to be yours in Christ
before the foundation of the world, ♦
that we should be holy and blameless before you.
In love you destined us for adoption as your children,
through Jesus Christ, ♦
according to the purpose of your will,
To the praise of your glorious grace, ♦
which you freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.
In you, we have redemption
through the blood of Christ, ♦
the forgiveness of our sins,
According to the riches of your grace, ♦
which you have lavished upon us.
You have made known to us, in all wisdom and insight,
the mystery of your will,

♦

According to your purpose
which you set forth in Christ, ♦
as a plan for the fullness of time,
To unite all things in Christ, ♦
things in heaven and things on earth.
Ephesians 1.3-10
Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.
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The glorious grace of God
is freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.

Scripture Reading

Mark 8.11-21
The Pharisees came and began to argue with him, asking him for a sign
from heaven, to test him. And he sighed deeply in his spirit and said, ‘Why
does this generation ask for a sign? Truly I tell you, no sign will be given to
this generation.’ And he left them, and getting into the boat again, he went
across to the other side.
Now the disciples had forgotten to bring any bread; and they had only one
loaf with them in the boat. And he cautioned them, saying, ‘Watch out—
beware of the yeast of the Pharisees and the yeast of Herod.’ They said to
one another, ‘It is because we have no bread.’And becoming aware of it,
Jesus said to them, ‘Why are you talking about having no bread? Do you
still not perceive or understand? Are your hearts hardened? Do you have
eyes, and fail to see? Do you have ears, and fail to hear? And do you not
remember? When I broke the five loaves for the five thousand, how many
baskets full of broken pieces did you collect?’ They said to him,
‘Twelve.’ ‘And the seven for the four thousand, how many baskets full of
broken pieces did you collect?’ And they said to him, ‘Seven.’ Then he
said to them, ‘Do you not yet understand?’
Sermon: The Ven Catherine Pickford
Hymn My Song is Love Unknown
My song is love unknown,
My Saviour’s love to me;
Love to the loveless shown,
That they might lovely be.
O who am I,
That for my sake
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My Lord should take
Frail flesh and die?
He came from His blest throne
Salvation to bestow;
But men made strange, and none
The longed-for Christ would know:
But O! my Friend,
My Friend indeed,
Who at my need
His life did spend.
Sometimes they strew His way,
And His sweet praises sing;
Resounding all the day
Hosannas to their King:
Then “Crucify!”
is all their breath,
And for His death
they thirst and cry.
Why, what hath my Lord done?
What makes this rage and spite?
He made the lame to run,
He gave the blind their sight,
Sweet injuries!
Yet they at these
Themselves displease,
and ’gainst Him rise.
They rise and needs will have
My dear Lord made away;
A murderer they save,
The Prince of life they slay,
Yet cheerful He
to suffering goes,
That He His foes
from thence might free.
In life no house, no home,
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My Lord on earth might have;
In death no friendly tomb,
But what a stranger gave.
What may I say?
Heav'n was his home;
But mine the tomb
Wherein he lay.
Here might I stay and sing,
No story so divine;
Never was love, dear King!
Never was grief like Thine.
This is my Friend,
in Whose sweet praise
I all my days
could gladly spend.
Samuel Crossman (1664)

Interview with Catherine Pickford

Responsory
Trust in the Lord with all your heart;
and be not wise in your own sight.
Trust in the Lord with all your heart;
and be not wise in your own sight.
In all your ways acknowledge him
and he will make straight your paths.
Trust in the Lord with all your heart.
Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
Trust in the Lord with all your heart;
and be not wise in your own sight.
from Proverbs 3
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Gospel Canticle
Refrain:
My spirit rejoices in you, O God,
my soul proclaims your greatness.
My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour; ♦
he has looked with favour on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed; ♦
the Almighty has done great things for me
and holy is his name.
He has mercy on those who fear him, ♦
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm ♦
and has scattered the proud in their conceit,
Casting down the mighty from their thrones ♦
and lifting up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things ♦
and sent the rich away empty.
He has come to the aid of his servant Israel,
to remember his promise of mercy,

♦

The promise made to our ancestors, ♦
to Abraham and his children for ever.
Luke 1.46-55
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Glory to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning is now
and shall be for ever. Amen.
Refrain:
My spirit rejoices in you, O God,
my soul proclaims your greatness.
Hymn Beauty for Brokenness
Beauty for brokenness
Hope for despair
Lord, in the suffering
This is our prayer
Bread for the children
Justice, joy, peace
Sunrise to sunset
Your kingdom increase!
Shelter for fragile lives
Cures for their ills
Work for the craftsman
Trade for their skills
Land for the dispossessed
Rights for the weak
Voices to plead the cause
Of those who can't speak
God of the poor
Friend of the weak
Give us compassion we pray
Melt our cold hearts
Let tears fall like rain
Come, change our love
From a spark to a flame
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Refuge from cruel wars
Havens from fear
Cities for sanctuary
Freedoms to share
Peace to the killing-fields
Scorched earth to green
Christ for the bitterness
His cross for the pain
Rest for the ravaged earth
Oceans and streams
Plundered and poisoned
Our future, our dreams
Lord, end our madness
Carelessness, greed
Make us content with
The things that we need
Lighten our darkness
Breathe on this flame
Until your justice
Burns brightly again
Until the nations
Learn of your ways
Seek your salvation
And bring you their praise
Graham Kendrick
Copyright © 1993 Make Way Music

Prayers
Prayers
We pray to Jesus who is present with us to eternity.
Jesus, light of the world,
bring the light and peace of your gospel to the nations
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Jesus, Lord of life,
in your mercy, hear us.
Jesus, bread of life,
give food to the hungry
and nourish us all with your word.
Jesus, Lord of life,
in your mercy, hear us.
Jesus, our way, our truth, our life,
be with us and all who follow you in the way
Deepen our appreciation of your truth
and fill us with your life.
Jesus, Lord of life,
in your mercy, hear us.
Jesus, Good Shepherd who gave your life for the sheep,
recover the straggler,
bind up the injured,
strengthen the sick
and lead the healthy and strong to new pastures.
Jesus, Lord of life,
in your mercy, hear us.
Jesus, the resurrection and the life,
we give you thanks for all who have lived and believed in you
…
Raise us with them to eternal life.
Jesus, Lord of life,
in your mercy, hear us,
accept our prayers, and be with us always.
Amen.

Collect
Almighty God,
who called your Church to bear witness
that you were in Christ reconciling the world to yourself:
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help us to proclaim the good news of your love,
that all who hear it may be drawn to you;
through him who was lifted up on the cross,
and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.
The Lord’s Prayer is said
Rejoicing in God’s new creation,
As our Saviour taught us, so we pray
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
Amen.

Hymn Hills of the North Rejoice
Hills of the North, rejoice,
river and mountain-spring,
hark to the advent voice;
valley and lowland, sing.
Christ comes in righteousness and love,
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he brings salvation from above.
Isles of the Southern seas,
sing to the listening earth,
carry on every breeze
hope of a world's new birth:
In Christ shall all be made anew,
his word is sure, his promise true.
Lands of the East, arise,
he is your brightest morn,
greet him with joyous eyes,
praise shall his path adorn:
your seers have longed to know their Lord;
to you he comes, the final word.
Shores of the utmost West,
lands of the setting sun,
welcome the heavenly guest
in whom the dawn has come:
he brings a never-ending light
who triumphed o'er our darkest night.
Shout, as you journey home,
songs be in every mouth,
lo, from the North they come,
from East and West and South:
in Jesus all shall find their rest,
in him the universe be blest.
Charles E. Oakley
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The Conclusion

Blessing
The love of the Lord Jesus
draw us to himself,
the power of the Lord Jesus
strengthen us in his service,
the joy of the Lord Jesus fill our hearts;
and the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among us and remain with us always.
Amen
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit,
be with us all evermore.
Amen.
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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